General: All reactions were performed under a protective argon atmosphere using 
4 could not be obtained due to their highly air and moisture sensitive nature.
X-ray crystallography
Single-crystal diffraction data were recorded at 150 K on Nonius KappaCCD diffractometer using graphite-monochromated Mo-Kα radiation (λ= 0.71073 Å). The structures were solved by direct methods and refined by full-matrix least-squares against F 2 using SHELXTL. Crystal data for 3: C 26 H 48 LiNO 2 SiZn, M r = 507.05, triclinic, space group P⎯1, a = 11.2813(5), b= 11.3700(6), c= 13.0987 (6) 
